
About Tree Pittsburgh 
 

 
Tree Pittsburgh, formerly Friends of the Pittsburgh Urban Forest, was founded in 2006 to carry out fund-raising, 
education, and stewardship activities aimed at restoring and protecting Pittsburgh’s trees.  The organization’s vision is to 
be a leader in creating a healthy and robust urban forest for all by engaging citizens to maintain, plant, and protect trees. 
Tree Pittsburgh opened its office doors in June, 2007 and has quickly earned the attention and respect of community 
residents and key stakeholders.  Organizational accomplishments include: 

 

 Raising funds and managing contracts for the professional pruning of approximately 1,000 trees, 

 Leading reforestation and tree distribution events with over 30,000 trees across Allegheny County, 

 Partnering with TreeVitalize Pittsburgh to plant over 30,000 street and park trees across Allegheny County,  

 Launching the Tree Tender educational training course to foster tree stewards and advocates –over 1,800 have 
graduated through this program, 

 Coordinating 8,000 volunteers to mulch and weed nearly 12,000 street trees and prune 10,000 young trees, 

 Launching the Heritage Tree Nursery with a stock of 11,000+ trees of 85 varieties, 

 Providing an annual “green” job experience for high school and college students; and 

 Leading Pittsburgh’s very first Urban Forest Master Plan to create a 20-year roadmap for growing and maintaining the 
City’s tree canopy. 

 
Despite our extensive efforts over the last decade, a recent analysis shows that Pittsburgh has lost nearly 1,000 acres of 
tree canopy between 2010 and 2015 and over 11,000 acres across Allegheny County.  This decline is due in large part to 
invasive pests like the Emerald Ash Borer as well as the development boom in parts of the County.  Tree Pittsburgh is 
updating the Urban Forest Master Plan and working more proactively across the County to address this startling decline.  
We developed a multi-year plan aimed at increasing tree canopy and public awareness about the benefits of trees as well as 
the need to manage and protect trees and forests. 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We applaud Tree Pittsburgh for its work in urban forestry. Trees are good for business, keep people healthy, are  
environmental workhorses, play a key role in storm water management, build strong communities and beautify  
communities for generations.”        
        Ellen Roane, Department of Forestry, DCNR 

 

 

 

North Park tree loss from Emerald Ash Borer 
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Growing for the Future 
A Campaign for  

Tree Pittsburgh’s Heritage Tree Nursery and Campus 
 
Tree Pittsburgh is expanding staff with a more sophisticated infrastructure to aid the City Forestry Division in professional 
tree maintenance and to enhance core programs – volunteer tree maintenance, planting, and education. Tree Pittsburgh is 
working to deepen the understanding of the need for trees and forests among residents and policy-makers and create 
strategies to protect, manage, and grow the forest across all City neighborhoods and Allegheny County. 
 
To address the critical need for diverse tree species not available in the regional market, we started a nursery in 2011 to 
support our own plantings and those of our partners. Staff and volunteers collect seeds from known specimen trees 
around the Region and propagate them in the nursery where they grow for three to five years. Then they are used to 
reforest Allegheny County along transportation corridors, riverfront riparian zones, parks, hillsides, etc. The model is 
unique because it focuses on preserving local genetics and promoting under-utilized native species by growing them from 
seed. Techniques are based on latest technology and practices and lessons learned are shared with others across the nation.   
 
As awareness grows about trees’ benefits and about Tree Pittsburgh, planting requests from private property owners, 
community organizations, and volunteers have grown exponentially. In addition to our own reforestation and tree 
distribution efforts which resulted in 30,000 newly planted trees, we have partnered with the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy, City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County Parks, and Pennsylvania’s DCNR to plant 30,000+ trees through 
TreeVitalize Pittsburgh.  
 
“When it comes to availability of restoration-size tree stock in the Pittsburgh region, there is a clear need for higher  
quality and more diversity in terms of species and genetics. My role requires me to order thousands of trees each  
planting season, and we know the local market well. Tree Pittsburgh can fill a specific niche by providing rare specimens  
that are grown from seed in a setting where attention to detail is a priority.” 

TreeVitalize Director Jeff Bergman 
 

The nursery has responded to demand and introduced a new source of earned revenue. Its market potential broadened 
with the Urban Forest Master Plan which recommends growing the City tree canopy from 42% to 60%. Among 
recommendations is: emphasize the preferential use of locally grown trees and locally sourced seeds for nursery 
trees, such as those of the Tree Pittsburgh Nursery, to improve the likelihood of tree survival, offset the impact 
of biotic stressors on urban trees, and preserve local genetic diversity.  
 
The nursery with 11,000+ seedlings of 85 species:  

 
 Increases Species and Genetic Biodiversity 

Biodiversity minimizes the impact of pests and diseases and maximizes forest health. The Dutch elm disease and the  
threat of pests, such as emerald ash borer and Asian long-horned beetle, highlight the importance of a balanced 
distribution of species and genera.   

 

 Preserves Heritage Trees 
The nursery will contribute to preserving, educating and promoting the use of some of the City’s oldest, most 
historic, specimen trees by collecting their seeds and propagating them. 

 

 Supports the Urban Forest Master Plan 
The nursery will meet the demand for plantings in riparian zones, parks, hillsides, and greenways. 

 

 Invests in Neighborhoods 
The Nursery will generate jobs and serve as an education center and destination point. Expanding the nursery on hard to 
develop vacant land provides a community reinvestment that will positively impact surrounding properties and enhance 
the riverfront. 
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 Contributes to the Environmental Sector  
The nursery will be a unique national model for others to learn about our growing techniques, operations, seed sharing, 
and community engagement. 
\ 

“Tree Pittsburgh has quickly earned the respect of residents and key community stakeholders. The Growing for the Future 
Campaign will ensure Tree Pittsburgh’s future as an environmental leader and national model for others to learn how to  
protect and restore their urban forests.” 
          Mardi Isler, Chair, Shade Tree Commission 

 
“Tree Pittsburgh’s plan for an expanded nursery is part of greater vision for Pittsburgh to reestablish open space in a  
modern green productive space.”  
        Meg Cheever, Former President, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy 

 
What Makes the 62nd Street Location Ideal for a Tree Nursery 
A 2013 business plan articulates the strategy to achieve greater physical and market scale for the nursery. Tree Pittsburgh 
is fortunate to be receiving support from Pittsburgh-based foundations, corporations and individuals to adapt a 5-acre site 
leased to Tree Pittsburgh by the Urban Redevelopment Authority to expand our tree nursery.  
 
Prior to searching for an expansion site, Tree Pittsburgh worked with an architect to develop a site prospectus that 
outlined ideal characteristics to achieve the nursery business plan’s production goals. The site needs to be at least 2.5 acres 
and level with full sun exposure and access to utilities. After a careful search, the URA parcel between the river and 
railroad tracks at 62nd Street was identified. It is written into our strategic plan to find a new office as the existing site is  
too small and inconvenient for tool, supply, and truck storage. The site at 62nd Street is 5 acres which prompted Tree 
Pittsburgh to locate our entire operations to the site. The site development plan totals $2.6 million for site preparation and 
utilities; nursery pole buildings, a potting barn, and hoop houses; an educational center, workshop, and offices; an event 
lawn and parking, and program development funds. 
 

Ensure Tree Pittsburgh’s Success in the Future Stewardship of the  
Region’s Urban Forest 

 

 The nursery addresses the critical need for local diverse tree species not available in the regional market. 
 

 The new site provides for program alignment of the nursery, tree planting and care, and education. On site, Tree  
Tender participants can meet at both an interactive classroom and the nursery to learn about tree biology, planting, care 
and restoration.  

 

 A campus setting will enhance volunteer and student experiences by creating new and deeper opportunities to  
participate in reforestation and acquire technical skills.   

 

 Site and architectural design is based on sustainable design practices, including installation of renewable energy 
sources, rain water harvesting, and green building construction. The building will achieve LEED Platinum and Net 
Zero Energy certifications. 

 

 The campus will create a net asset vs. paying escalating rents and control costs over time, including utilities. The 
campus will provide a revenue-generating opportunity by offering rentable classroom and event space.  

 
 

 This plan consolidates all activities to one site, improving capacity and program efficiencies. 
 

“Tree Pittsburgh’s new campus on 62nd Street in Lawrenceville will contribute to the Allegheny Riverfront Vision and  
efforts by Friends of the Riverfront and Riverlife to ensure public access to riverfronts and puts this precious real estate to  
its highest use.” 
          Mayor Bill Peduto, City of Pittsburgh 
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“This new campus will reinforce Tree Pittsburgh’s holistic vision and make Tree Pittsburgh a stronger program partner  
with other regional community assets. The education center and event space are both a need for Tree Pittsburgh as  
well as similar environmentally focused organizations in the region.”  
          Anne Franks, President, Tree Pittsburgh  

 
“Tree Pittsburgh’s new campus site along the river in Lawrenceville could utilize alternative energy and will pull water from  
the river to be a self-contained unit. This new site will serve as a visible environmental beacon for Pittsburgh’s healthy and 
sustainable future.”  
        Matt Galluzzo, Executive Director, Lawrenceville Corporation 

 
 

Funds Raised to date 

Richard King Mellon Foundation $500,000 

Colcom Foundation $500,000 

Allegheny Foundation $250,000  

Anonymous $200,000 

Hillman Foundation $200,000 

PA DCED Industrial Sites Reuse Program $198,000 

Green Mountain Energy $126,000 

Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission $100,000 

Benter Foundation $50,000 

Penelec Sustainable Energy Fund $15,000 

Duquesne Light $15,000 

ALCOSAN $10,000 

Pittsburgh Water and Sewer $7,900 

Fine Foundation $5,000 

Individuals $60,000 

 
Total 

 
$2,236,900 

 
The Executive Director and Board are working closely with several individuals and corporate and family foundations 
to secure additional gifts.   The team is working with urgency to close the gap before year-end 2018 so that the focus 
can be directed to developing programs and earned revenue opportunities on the site.   

 

 

     
  View of Heritage Nursery      Jr. Forester Summer Camp participants planting trees on site 


